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Abstract The geometries electronic states and energies of Al, P, m +n =2 ~6 neutral and anionic clusters
have been investigated using the density functional theory DFT method of Becke’ s three-parameter hybrid ex-
change functional with the nonlocal correlation of B3LYP. Structural optimization and frequency analyses are per-
formed with the basis of 6-311G d . The calculations predict the existence of a number of previously unknown
isomers i.e. ALP and Al P, m+n=5 . The calculations have also predicted that small AIP and AIP ,
clusters adopt two-and three-dimensional structures characteristic of Si, and Si, clusters while the structures of the
larger AIP clusters are different completely from those of Si, clusters with the same electrons. The results show that
the structures with the singlet have higher symmetries while those with the doublet have lower symmetries. The
vertical detachment energy of Al P, m +n =2 ~6 are also discused and the adiabatic electron affinities of Al P,

m+n=2~6 and also discussed at the same level. The results agree satisfactorily with the anion photoelectron

spectroscopy of aluminum phosphide clusters reported recently by Gomez et al.
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Fig.1 Geomerties of Al P, and ALLP,” m+n=2~6
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Table 1 ~ Geometric parameters of neutral Al,P, m+n=2~6 clusters
Cluster Structure  Symmetry State Bond lenght/nm Bond angle/ °©
AlP In C,. 3y, Al-P 0.2229
AlP, 2n Cy, ’B, Al-P 0.2617 P-Al-P 44.4
P-P 0.1979
Al,P 3n C,, ’B, Al-P 0.2239 Al-P-Al 96.7
AL P, 4n D,, 'A, Al-P 0.2538 Al-P - Al 131.7
P-P 0.2076
AlP, 5n C,, A, Pl -P2 0.2105 Pl - P2 - A3 68.0 P2 - Pl - P4 119.
Pl - A3 0.2295 P2 - AI3 - P4 104.7
ALP 6n Dy, A Al-P 0.2362 A2 - P1 - A3 120.0
Al P, 7n Dy, ZA," All -P2 0.2442 All -P3 -P2 61.7 P2 P4 -P3 60.
P2 -P3 0.2313 All - P2 - Al5 113.7
All - Al5 0.4089
Al P, 8n C,, ZA, Pl - A2 0.2314 All - P3 - AI2 9.1 Al2 - P3 - P4 60.
Pl - A3 0.2521 P3 - All - P4 65.1 A3 - Pl - Al4 96.
A2 - A3 0.3599
Al3 - Al4 0.3774
Pl - P5 0.2491
AlP, 9n C,, A, All - P2 0.2369 All -P2 -P3 80.5 P2 - All - P4 89.
All -P3 0.3002 P2 -P3-P4 93.7 All - P5 - P3 68.
P2 -P3 0.2277 P2 -P3 -P5 61.4
P3 - P5 0.2181
Al,P 10n C,, ZA, Pl - A2 0.2408 A2 - P1 - Al3 71.2 A2 - P1 - Al4 153.
Pl - A3 0.2468 Al3 - Pl - Al4 135.7 A3 - Pl - Al5 64.
A2 - AI3 0.2838 A2 - Al3 - Al5 111.2
Al3 - Al5 0.2635
AlsP 1n C, TA Pl - A2 0.3295 Pl - Al3 - AI2 73.5 Al3 - Pl - Al4 60.
Pl - A3 0.2545 P1 - Al5 - AI2 83.2 A3 - P1 - Al5 106.
Pl - Al5 0.2379 Al4 —P1 - Al5 68.0
AlPs 12, Cs, 'A, All -P2 0.2913 All -P2 - P3 68.5 P3 - All - P4 72.
P2 -P3 0.2133 P3 — P2 - P4 108.0
P2 - P5 0.3451
Al P, 13n C,, 'A, All -P2 0.2521 All - P2 - A3 128.4 All - P2 - Al3 96.
Al3 - P2 0.2986 P2 - Al4 - A3 72.4 Al4 - P2 - Al5 102.
Al4 - P2 0.2438 All - P2 - P6 61.8 P2 - P6 - A3 66.
P2 -P6 0.2379 P2 - P6 — Al4 60.8
Al P, 14n C,, 'A, Pl - P2 0.2186 Pl - P2 - A3 66.9 Al3 - Pl - Al4 112.
Pl - A3 0.2782
Al Py 15n Dy, A Al-P 0.2225 Al-P - Al 77.3
Al - Al 0.2781
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Table 2 Geometric parameters of anionic AL, P, = m+n=2~6 clusters

Cluster Structure  Symmetry State Bond lenght/nm Bond angle/ °©
AlP~ la Copy 2y, Al -P 0.2147
AlP, ~ 2a Gy, 'A Al-P 0.2446 P-Al-P 50.1
P-P 0.2060
AL P~ 3a Gy, A, Al-P 0.2259 Al-P - Al 114.3
AL P, - 4a Cy, B, All -P2 0.2443 All -P2 -P3 62.7 All -P2 - P4 119.6
P2 -P3 0.2243
AlP; ~ Sa C, 2A' P1-P2 0.2181 P1 -P2 - A3 77.4 P2 -P1 -P4 64.9
P2 - P4 0.2339 P1 -P4 - A3 77.4 Al3 -P2 - P4 61.7
P2 - A3 0.2466
AL P~ 6a Cyv ’B, All - A2 0.2718 All -P3 - A2 67.7 A2 -P3 - A4 135.4
All -P3 0.2511 Al2 - All - Al4 105.7
Al2 -P3 0.2341
AL P, - Ta Dy, A, All -P2 0.2536 All -P3 - P2 63.5 P2 - P3 - P4 60.0
P2 - P3 0.2260 All - P2 - Al5 118. 1
All - Al5 0.4349
ALP, ~ 8a Dy, 'A P1 - A2 0.2467 A2 -P1 - AI3 98.4 P1 -P5 - A2 61.0
A2 - AI3 0.3736
P1 -P5 0.2394
AlP, - 9a Cyy 'A, P1-P2 0.2179 P1 -AI3 -P2 70.1 P2 -P1 -P3 90.0
P1 - A3 0.2682 P2 -P1 - AI5 66.0 P2 - Al5 -P3 70.1
Al,P~ 10a Cy, 'A, P1 - A2 0.2424 A2 -P1 - AI3 145.4 A2 -P1 - A4 141.2
P1 - A3 0.2405 Al3 -P1 - A4 73.3 Al4 -P1 - AlS 67.9
Al2 - A3 0.2883 Al2 - Al5 - A4 109.7 Al3 - Al4 - AlS 109.7
AlsP~ Ila C, ZA! P1 - A3 0.2546 P1 - A3 - AI2 85.7 Al3 -P1 - A4 60.9
P1 - AlS 0.2435 P1 - AlS - A2 93.8 Al3 —P1 - AlS 97.1
Al3 - Al4 0.2580 Al4 - P1 - Al5 63.9 Al5 - P1 - Al6 67.6
A2 - AI3 0.2961
Alps ~ 12a C, ZA" P1 -P2 0.2195 P1-P2-P3 107.3 P2 -P1 - A4 94.4
P2 -P3 0.2115 P2 -P1 -P5 106.9 Al4 -P1 -P5 64.2
P1 - Al4 0.2552
AL P, ~ 13a Cy, 2B, All - P2 0.2472 All - P2 - AI3 125.9 All -P2 - AI3 92.3
Al3 - P2 0.2661 Al3 -P2 - Al4 62.3 Al4 - P2 - Al5 113.6
Al4 - P2 0.2518 All -P2 -P6 61.9 P2 -P6 - AI3 64.0
P2 - P6 0.2331
ALP, "~ 14a C, TA’ All - P6 0.2331 All -P3 -P2 71.6 P2 - All - P4 108.8
All -P3 0.2331 P3 - All - P4 141.4 All -P2 - Al5 62.4
All - P4 0.2289
P2 — Al5 0.2541
P2 - P3 0.2259
AlyP,~ 15a Dy, 2A,’ Al-P 0.2243 Al-P - Al 81.7
Al - Al 0.2935
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Table 3 The total energies zero point energy and vibrational frequencies of Al P, and Al,P,~ m+n=2~6
Cluster Structure Total energy/a. u. Zero point energy / kJ/mol v/cm !
AlP In - 583.7466 2.72 437 ¢
AlP, 2n -925.1748 6.62 268 a, 301 a’ 420 a,
AL, P 3n -826.2434 4.17 198 b, 208 a’ 414 a,
AL P, 4n -1167.6571 10.23 297 by, 310 by, 463 b,
AlP, 5n - 1266. 5724 13.43 240 a, 333 b, 534 b,
Al P 6n - 1068. 7352 7.98 137 a 395 e’
AL P; 7n -1509.0619 17.12 218 b, 299 b,
Al P, 8n -1410. 1153 12.35 176 a 417 a,
AlP, 9n -1607.9679 18.36 377 a, 451 b,
ALP 10n -1311.1838 10.85 394 a 447 a’'
AlP 11n -1553.6465 16.90 274 a’ 440 a’
AlP; 12n —1949.3743 22.66 228 a 296 a’
AL, P, 13n -1850. 4455 20.05 250 b, 607 b,
Al,P, 14n -1652. 6008 17.32 286 b 342 a 369 a’
Al Py 15n -1751.5451 22.71 298 a’ 601 e’
AlP- la -583.8221 3.17 510 o
AlP, - 2a -925.2469 7.27 325 a 342 a 534 o,
ALP- 3a -826.3326 5.87 396 a 481 b,
ALP, " 4a -1167.7274 9.81 346 b, 583 a’
AlP; - Sa -1266. 6426 11.73 359 a’ 370 a" 375 e
Al P~ 6a -1068.7907 8.71 351 a 390 b,
AL, Py~ 7a -1509. 1539 16.33 349 a” 547 a
ALP, " 8a -1410.2159 13. 66 410 b 595 b
AlP, - 9a - 1608. 0647 17.91 262 a 282 a,
AlP- 10a -1311.2521 11.50 380 e 397 b,
AlsP- 1la -1553.7187 16.35 385 a’ 444 a’
AlPg - 12a ~1949. 4400 20.43 233 a’ 321 a’' 471 b,
ALP, - 13a - 1850. 5288 22.29 324 2’ 554 a’
ALP, " 14a - 1652.6768 16.87 355 a 367 a’
AL P, - 15a -1751.6387 21.03 324 b, 335 a" 568 e
0.1 eV. 3 AL P~ 4
n m
= 14 23 nm =12 3 ALP, m+n=2~6
1 41 nm = 42
AL P,
Al P~ 21% AlP, -
AlL,P,~  ALP,” .
0.005 0.005 0.0l eV. ALP, "
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